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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR JANUARY 1948 

[The table hereunder contains such dala as have been received concerning severe local storms that occurred durinp the month. A revised list will aj)pear in the United States 
Meteorological Yearbook] 

Place 

Tom, southeastern portion 

North Union to Mantee 
Miss. 

Salem Ind-.. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Penddton County Ky.--_ 
Clermont, C1inton:and Fa3 

ette Counties. Ohio. 

Ohio, northwcstern countie 

Indiana, northern portion-. 

Wisconsh, southeastern poi 
tion. 

Counties, .W. Va. 
portion of. 

Pennsylvania, southeasten 

IJadeville, Ala ..._II - _ _  
Mmtgomery, Ala. _ _ _ _ _  - - _ _  
Maine (southern and east 

e m  portions) Massachu 
setts Rhode'Island, anc 
Con&cticut. 

&uth Dakota, eastern por 
tion. 

Massachusetts central anc 
eastern portions; Maine 
southern portion. 

Charleston, Fli. Va., near.-. 
Entire State of W. Va _ _ _ _ _ _  
Baltimore, Md _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Montezuma, near, Colo - _ _  
Massachusetts, Rhode Is. 

land, and Connecticut 

Northcm South Carolina..- 

Loveland Pass, Colo ....-. _ _  
Most of W. Vn except ex. 

treme north&& portion 

- - 
Date 

Dec. 31 
Jan. 1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1-2 

1-2 

2 

2 

2 

15 

21-22 

22 
22-24 

m 
24 

24-26 

24-31 

25 

I-Feh. 
1 

I__ 

Time 

Night of De( 
31-momin 
ef Jan. 1. 

2-330 a. m.. 

11:30 a. m.-- 
? p.m--.-.-- 
I p .m ....... 

All day .-... 

M o s t  Of 1s:  
and a. m. o 
26. 

_._..__...._ 

!a.m 

!a  .II... 

,ate aftemooi 

:30 a.m.-mid 
night. 
'.m ______.__ 

Lt intervals.. 

__ ___ 
Widtl 
of pati 
yards 

Character of storm 

Ice and snow storn 

_ _ _ _ d o  
3mall tornado.. ~ _ _  
Tornado - - - - -. . -. 

.-_.do .__-____._.___ 

Eeavy snow and 
high winds. 

jilaze. .__......_... 

L'hunderscuull I 

... do -.... . _ _ _ _  -.. 
Inom, sleet,andrain 

Wind. _ _ _  -. . . . _ _  _ _  
Inow, rain, and sleet 

Llcctrical. - -. . - _ _  _ _  
'reezingrains cbang 
ing to moderate ta 
heavy snows 

inow and sleet..- - - 

Wezing rain sleet, 
snow, and giaze 

lnow slide. _ _ _  - - _ _  - 
I e a w  snows ..-...- 

Remarks 

Storm p i ld  ti to 10 iiirhes of s t w v  on shret of ice; communientions arid 
trmsportuiiori fc~cilities criptilrd iu 12 countir% Freezing rain heean 
on nieht  of Dcr. 31, ecronir.inicd iw winds ui) to40 ni. D. 0. Power 
and telephone liues and tree limhs broken by-weigbt of ice and snow. 
About ,XI towns cnt off from telephone servicc; damage to lines esti- 
mated in excess of $3Kl,@OO. Communications partially revived via 
shnrt wave radio in Rurlinzton. Fort Madison. Clinton. nnd K ~ n k n k .  ~ , . . . ~ ~ ,  - ~ ~ .  ~... 
5rirr:iI rori.niiini1ic.s wiillc,ct po&er[ - 1 h i n  and pliiiic services dis- 
ruptcd. Iliehwnys hiizrirdous for srwrnl d ~ v s .  At  lrasl 1 death 
:i!trilmtrd ir~direc:Iy to storm, :is w~!l :is nirnieroiis accidents. 

North of h~o:c.iiizko. storm m w c d  northeistwars1 over pnerallr wooded 
areas of Attala County to town of Mantee, where 1 person Gas killed 
and 1 injured. Approximately 10 homes destroyed, and several out- 
huildiues and harns. 

Path southwt-st t o  northeast; 2 miles long. 
Damage mostly to huildines, nioodlots and corn still in shock. 
Dkmnre reported in scattered areas from near Newtonsville in Cler- 

mout County, ~iort.heastnard across Clinton County. to Washington 
Courthouse in Fzpette County. Damagc evident.ly caused by a 
tornado, which dipped to ground hero and there, or to a series of 
smaller tornadoes. Onc factory building and a number of house,s 
unroofed: several harns and smallrr farm buildings destroyed; trees 
twisted off: power and telephone lines damaged; corn in shock srat- 
frrc'1. 

Te!rp!wnr snd powcr line? and poles down. due to contins o! icr; n i~m-  
I rr of commiiiiit!rs without eicrtric llnd telephone srrvirr lor nhoii! 
19 hoors; t rws dniunard; ii pc.r:oris kiilrd in traffic acridcnts. 

V'orst storm in y w w .  Srwrc t1:iintipe. RI:ins pc4cs and wires down. 
due to ice and wind. 

10- to 13-inch snowfall. Milwaukee and Waukcsha Counties and south- 
ern portions Washington and Ozaukee Counties; 4 to 6 inches clse- 
where in area. Drifts to 5 feet. Trains late, some canceled; inter-city 
bus service discontinued. Milwaabee City transportatiori halted 
several hours. Many pcople stranded orernight. Traffic mostly 
rrsiinid on 2d . .. - -.~ 

Small streams overtlowed locell?, Iilockinp highways, as result of high 
water ai id landslides. 

hIucli darnace to trees and power and telephoiie lines. firrvim dis- 
ruytud in towns (!I ('rntcr Vuiltiy I+cdrrickshurg arid New 'Vrlpoli 
ou 1st. Electririty r, stored I)y , t h  in New Tripoli; but no telephytie 
,rrvice rhroiruh rud u! Jr~ui i i  y. 3Iui1y llontes in towns of (trantvillt. 
Mliucl! c'hunck, Falnierton, Fine Urove, arid Wcst Chester mithou; 
light, heat, or telephone service. 

I'hree miles south of town. Blew down several fiinlsy hams and out- 
houses. unroofd 1 residence; b!ocked hiahway with fallen trees; 
blew dbwn power line, causing rlectrocution of some cattle. 

Ahout 100 old teleghone poles blown down north of city. Several spms 
of power line blown down west of city. 

Snowfnll varying from 5 to 12 inches. loll on bard-packed, frozen sur- 
faces, causing extremely baenrdous conditions on streets, highways, 
and sidewalks. 

hIucli darnace to trees and :)ower and telmhoiie lines. Rnrvirr (lis- 
ruytud in towns (!I ('rntcr buiky, I+cdrriGkshurg, a i k i  New 'bilpoli 
ou 1st. Electririty r, stored I)y 7 t h  in New Tripoli, but no tclephytie 
,rrvice rhroiruh rud u! Jr~ui i i  y. 3Iui1y llontes in towns of (trantvillt. 
Mliucl! c'hunck, Falnierton, Fine Urove, arid Wcst Chester mithou; 
light, heat, or telephone service. 

I'hree miles south of town. Blew down several fiinlsy hams and out- 
houses. unroofd 1 residence; b!ocked hiahway with fallen trees; 
blew dbwn power line, causing rlectrocution of some cattle. 

Ahout 100 old teleghone poles blown down north of city. Several spms 
of power line blown down west of city. 

Snowfnll varying from 5 to 12 inches. loll on bard-packed, frozen sur- 
faces, causing extremely baenrdous conditions on streets, highways, 
and sidewalks. 

Efigh winds, accompanied by blowing light snow and rapidly falling 
temperatures, hampered transportation and delayed or cancelled 
bus, plane, and rail schedules. Some schools closed. 

Sondrtions practically a repetition of those that e-risted during and 
after the storm of Jan. 2. In  eastern portion of area, especially coastal 
sections, moderately heavy rain during the afternoon of 21st collected 
in city streets due to clogged catch hasins, and crippled transporta- 
tion. 

Fransmitting tower of Radio Station WKNS strurk by lightnirrp. 
Roads blocked temporarily. pi incipally in mountains. 

Keavy snow, tota:ing 5 inches, cansed tie-up in trafic; minor accidents, 
mtl frrlls on slinnrrv streets. 

I - -  ~ - - -  .. . 
Hrta.rvn .;hoc Hasin miiir nnll \ l imtrz i i tnn;  2 otlicr prrsons hjiired. 
iecun:ul:iii~~n of biiow i n  this storm hrnua!lt tho amoii!it remaining on 

the rrrnuiid to all-time record at Providrticn>, R .  I., arid Hartford, 
Conn: it was within 1 inch of the record at Boston, Mass. 

Falls of 'solid precipitation and glaze at frequent intervals, most gen. 
erally on the 24th, Bth,  aud 31st. Icy roads responsible for traffic 
delays and many wrecks, most of them of minor nature. The heav- 
iest snow and sleet falls occurred in Piedmont area. Of the arecorded 
fatalities, 1 was due to motor accident, the other, to exposure. 

jlide crossed Switchback Trail on eastern slope of Loveland Pass, 
striking a ski party. 

\.Iany roads blocked, causing susgonsion of bus services and making 
all automobile travel extremely haz'ardous. 
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LATE STORM REPORTS FOR OCTOBER AND DECEMBER 1947 

Meteoroloacal Yearbook] 
[The table hereunder contains such data 8s were received concerning severe local storms that occurred during these months. A revised list will a p p a r  in the United States] 

Value of 
property 
destroyed -- 

Place 

~~ 

Time 

Jefferson County, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _  

Width 
ofpath, 

yards 

Erath County, Tex _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Honolulu and vicinity, T. 

Bell County, Tex ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  H. 

- - 
Date 

October 
17 

kccmbe 
3 

18-19 

31 

31 

31 

31 
3f 

- 

Character of storm 

Heavy hail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Tornado, hail, a n d  
wind. 

Wind. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  

Hail and wind ..... 
Tornado, hail, and 

wind. 

Remarks 

Storm at De Soto damaged composition shingle roofs greenhouse glass 
and late gardens. Hailstones mostly 36 to $4 inch’in diameter, witht 
a few as large as golf balls. North half of town hardest hit. Heavy 
rain accompanied hail which lasted about 30 minutes. 

Principal damage to buildings in Thurber. 
Few roofs some trees damaged. utility services interrupted short period 

in some’ares by falling tree iimbs. 
Storm a t  Temple demolished 1 house, unroofed several others, and blew 

in several large windows; 3 or 4 automobdes struck by trees or falling 
objects. One Uock of chickens killed. Heavy black cloud with 
organge hue. Wind estimated to reach 60 m. p. h. 

Two automobiles blown over on highway; small grain, peas, and clover 
leveled at  Ross. 

Damage to 2 airplanes, $500; several others damaged slightly; roofing off 
hangar $700. damage to other buildings on field. $5 250. Sharp rise 
in baromete;from 28.98 to 29.18 inches and fall to 29.lb inches in about 
one minute of time. Reaction of persons in building similar to a drop 
of 200 feet in an airplane. 

8hinples blown from some roofs a t  Blanco. 
Buildings unroofed and small trees blown down at  Belton. 

1 Miles instead of yards. 


